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The two columns then returned to Haka and Fort White,
respectively, which were reached without further incident.

On the 29th March a force under the command of Lieutenant

Mocatta, 39th Garhwalis, consisting  of
The Tao Column.            WQ mQ^ mh Garhwalis, and two guns,

with Lieutenant Macnabb as Political Officer, started for Tlantlang
and Tao. The object of the expedition was entirely friendly, firstly
to meet the Tlantlang Chiefs and enquire into some raids which
had been made in^Lushai, and secondly to meet messengers with
letters from the Superintendent of the Southern Lushai Hills.

The column reached Tao without opposition, but on the road
several armed Chins were met with. As this tribe, however, was
believed to be friendly., and as each Chin had explained that he was
merely going to a conference at Tlantlang, the head village, no
suspicions were aroused.

The day that Tao was reached, the Political Officer was inform-
ed that the Chins had intended to attack the column, but, not hav-
ing been able to collect a sufficiently large force in time, they had
abandoned the idea. This seems to have put the British on their
guard, but their reception at Tao was so friendly that the officers
began to discredit the report.

The return march begun on the 2nd April and all went well
till about 9 A.M., when, while the column was halting to. water the
mules, a heavy fire was suddenly opened by the Chins from the hills
on both sides of the road. A brisk fight ensued, in which the Garh-
walis behaved most pluckily. The Chins, however, could not be
driven from the strong position which they had taken up, and
Lieutenant Mocatta consequently decided to continue his advance
along the road. Hampered as he was by the dead and wounded,
for whom he had only two doolies, he was soon obliged to halt for
the purpose of burning the corpses of the killed sepoys. The
advance was then continued, the Chins still hanging doggedly on
the heels of the rear-guard; and a running fight was kept up till
evening, when the column halted and built a rough zariba for the
night. There was no water, nor could fires be allowed, but the
troops met these privations without murmur.

Unmolested during the night, a start was made at 6-30 next
morning, and with the advanced-guard almost continually in